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Robin Parsky: Owning Horses [or
Team U.S.A.

Robin and Gazelle in Wellington, Florida

By Britney Grover with Marianne Taylor

Portraits by Isabel J. Kurek

Robin Cleary Parsky was only 6 years old when she had a clear vision of what she wanted to do with her life: own
horses that represented the U.S.A. in international competition. Her course was set after she saw a screening of
Walt Disney's Oscar-winning documentary “The Horse With the Flying Tail,” the movie that told the story of a
palomino horse from the American West that became a United States Equestrian Team (USET) show jumping

superstar. The story of Nautical and Hugh Wiley.

“One of my mother’s closest friends was
Sandy Cummings, an executive at The Walt
Disney Company,” Robin remembered. “Mr.
Cummings often requested my brother,
sister and | be included in Disney programs
and commercials. We were in the opening
screening of The Horse With the Flying Tail’
and | told my parents that someday | wanted
to own a show jumping horse that would

compete for the U.S.A. like Nautilus.”

—

Robin in Wellington, Florida ‘ Now, Robin is fulfilling that dream as a

professional owner, helping to keep the
United States Equestrian Team's riders supplied with great horses to show internationally. Currently, Robin is
partnered with Olympic show jumper Kent Farrington, who piloted her Blue Angel to 26 prestigious wins around
the world including back-to-back wins on the same weekend in Shanghai and again in Calgary at the Spruce

Meadows Masters.

“Robin is unique in that she has always been passionate about owning sport horses even more than riding

them,” Kent said. “In particular, her real passion is horses that can represent the U.S. at high-level competition.”

Kent was ranked top in the world when he piloted Robin's Gazelle to win the $1 million prize in the Rolex Grand
Prix at the CHI Geneva 2017 and Gazelle is still going strong. During the 2019 WEF circuit, Gazelle won maore prize
money than any other jJumper, earning Robin the Harrison Cup Perpetual Trophy and the Simba Run Perpetual

Trophy.

SHARING OLYMPIC MEMDRIES

SIE]‘TNES SIDELINES STIEF NB SIDELINES

L -.i."'

= iy Jqlhuu V
i s Spprna v
w 0 i T

¥
r - ¢ 1] d ] ¥
frig " . d

i

Sidelines Magazine introduces you to the most interesting and influential people in the horse industry,
takes you to the most exciting equestrian destinations, and covers the stories and news important to you.

Click here to subscribe for only $9.95 a year!

Quest for the Best

Robin's equestrian journey began when she was a small child taking riding lessons at a stable near her
hometown of Pasadena, California. “My first pony was a palomino named Tinkerbell, another Disney character |

admired,” she said. "She won the children’s jumper class for me several times.”

Over the years, Robin moved to ride in Rancho Santa Fe
with Hap Hansen and then on to Linda Hough. As she was
developing her own riding, she was also developing her
professional experience in the horse world. In 1984, she
was responsible for coordinating all details for the FEI
officials attending the Olympics in Los Angeles, including
their housing, transportation, meals, official clothing and
social events. That role included working closely with the
then-president of the FEI: HRH Prince Philip, The Duke of
Edinburgh.

“| spent a good deal of time with him during the two weeks
of the equestrian competition and was responsible for
proper protocol in dealing with his entourage,” Robin
shared. “My most memorable experience was when the
Prince asked if he could come to take a swim at our home
because it was his day off and he wanted to avoid the
gawkers at the hotel swimming pool. My mother became

stressed about what to serve for lunch as we had less than

six hours to p|an for 3 royal visit! It all worked out Owning elite show jumpers has given Robin the opportunity
to travel the world.

beautifully and we enjoyed each other’'s company
immensely. The Prince was charming and amusing and he loved my German shepherds who wanted to swim

with him.”

In 1992, Robin founded Buena Vista Farm in Rancho Santa Fe, California. Her horses, many of which were
Thoroughbreds bred at her farm, had success in the amateur owner hunter division, hunter breeding and green
conformation. Though Robin’s no longer breeding in California, the farm remains home to some retirees
including her 29-year-old champion amateur-owner hunter, Hudson, and 2006 USEF Hunter Breeding Horse of

the Year, Pajama Game.

As an owner, Robin was a part of the group who owned Eros, Anne Kursinski's mount for the Atlanta 1996
Olympic silver medal-winning U.S. jumping team, and the group that owned Clasiko, who represented the U.S. on
the 2000 Sydney Olympic team with Lauren Hough riding. In choosing the horses she buys, Robin still draws on
the experiences from her past.

“| grew up around Thoroughbreds because we had multiple racetracks in Southern California,” she said.
“Racetrack rejects became riding horses and sometimes jumpers, so | rode Thoroughbreds growing up at most of
the riding stables where | took lessons. The show jumpers that | want to buy today have Thoroughbred blood

and Thoroughbred characteristics. My horse Blue Angel is a perfect combination: She had a Dutch Warmblood

sire and a 100 percent Thoroughbred dam. She’s light on her feet, she has speed and stamina but also the

strength needed for high-level show jumping.”

AR W The Perfect Partnership
FUr l JIJJHJ 1'1
Rabin is picky about who rides her
horses, and Kent Farrington is the
perfect match. “Kent is the
consummate professional,” she said.
“He has a very organized operation with
top-flight people on his staff. His barn is
very impressive and very neat, and his
e _ training facility is one of the best in the

Kent Farrington and Gazelle, owned by Robin, at the 2019 Winter Equestrian Festival. world. The horses are very well cared
During the 2019 WEF circuit, Gazelle won more prize money than any other jumper,

earning Robin the Harrison Cup Perpetual Trophy and the Simba Run Perpetual
Trophy. and | discuss which venues are the best

for and he never overtaxes them. Kent

for my horses in regards to footing,
size, crowds, stabling, etc. We share information with each other and set short-term and long-term goals. I've

learned a great deal in the last seven years with Kent as my professional rider and for that | am most grateful.”

One of Robin's favorite experiences as an owner of elite international show jumping horses was when Blue Angel
won the Speed Stakes at the Dublin Horse Show. “When the American flag was raised in our honor,” she said, "I
thought of my ancestors, the Clearys, and how proud my mother and father would be to see that | had reached

my dream of owning a wonderful show jumping horse and representing the U.S.A. and winning in Ireland!”

Robin rwemn&, T|‘|E‘ Harnfr:-n Cup Perpetual Trophy” from Jeannie Harrison, Ieft wife of the late Hunter Harrison,
and Jeannie's grandson.
Photo by SportFot

In 2018, Robin was awarded the Mrs. A.C. Randolph Owners Legacy Award by the United States Hunter Jumper
Association (USHJA) for her support of the industry. "l was thrilled to be recognized by the USHJA,” Robin said.
“I've been a professional horse owner for over 25 years. | like to feel that I've contributed to the accomplishments
of some of our country’s top riders with great horses I've purchased over the years. The experience has been
rewarding, but it was so nice to receive such a prestigious acknowledgment. Knowing that your peers respect you
for your efforts is wonderful encouragement to continue in the pursuit of having the U.S.A. well-represented in

the sport of show jumping worldwide.”

Robin has been involved with the USET for over 20
years. She serves on the board of directors of the USET
Foundation, whose biggest challenge is raising the
money needed to keep the U.S. teams competing at

international events around the world.

Robin is passionate about supporting every aspect of
such high-level competition. “We have often spoken
about how difficult it is to get more interest behind
owning and supporting high-level sport horses,” Kent
said. “In order for that to happen, we need to promote,
encourage and celebrate jumping horse ownership like
they do in racing. | know it's one of her goals to see that
through and she's very committed to making that a
reality. | think that is a goal that can help all riders

across all disciplines.”

To that end, Robin is now vice chairman of the FEl
Jumping Owners Club, where she's found friendship

and support as she travels to horse shows around the

world. “The Jumping Owners Club is an exclusive :
o : . Robin PaISk}" and Gazelle

organization of international owners that works

towards growing the popularity of the sport around the world,” she said. “It's the only body that represents the
views and opinions of the owners plus works closely alongside the FEI in building the profile and inclusiveness of
show jumping. The Jumping Owners Club provides a platform for owners worldwide to share their common

passion of equestrianism.”

Because Robin's no longer breeding horses at her farm in California, Blue Angel is retired and being bred in
Europe, where Gazelle will eventually retire as well. For now, Robin, Kent and Gazelle have 2019 mapped out.
After spending most of the spring and summer in Europe, the crew will be back on North American soil starting
in September and then finish the year in Paris and Geneva. Though Kent was sidelined for a time as he recovered
from a February 2018 injury, Robin is by his side supplying him with the horses needed to climb the FEI ranks

once again.

In her support of the USET and
traveling the world to watch her own
horses represent the U.S.A., Robin is
living the dream she saw as a child on
the silver screen. “I have very much
enjoyed my traveling experiences with
Kent and Blue Angel and Gazelle,” she
concluded. “Representing the United
States in foreign countries with world-
ranked horses and a world-ranked top
10 rider is the best possible position to

be in and it makes me very proud

Robin with John Roch, Ieft the FEI dlrecmr of Shmﬁ.fjumpmg and Stephan Ellenbruch, wherever | g0."
chairman of the FEI Jumping Committee in Tryon in 2018

Photos by Isabel J. Kurek, unless noted

otherwise
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STALLION GALLERY

CALIFORNIA « AMERICAN WARMBLOOD

CEZANNE ELUE B
Chaceo-Blue X Laurenz X Good Times X Fernando X Lehre X Wildfeuer
16.3h / 170cm | Approved in Holsteiner and Westfalen Verband
Studbooks scoring a 9/10 for his impressive jumping technique,
Top placings up to 145m National Grand Prix, FEI, and Young Rider
competitions. Great mind, big heart and exceptional rideability,
Contact Bittar Stables for breeding requests.

Georges Bittar (323)241-8057 | bittarstables.com

~FEATURED~

1m 0

DULF VAN DEN IISSGHDP
Heartbreaker X Libero H
Approved BWP stallion
This BWP ambassador is not only known for his own impressive sporting caneer,
but also for his very successhul offspang, such as Harley vd Bisschop, Hannah,
Hilfiger vd Olmenhoeve, Iiton vd Spithoeve and lesco vd Bisschop. Dulf Van Den
Bisschop is currently in the USA. Spending his winters in Wellington and
summers in Chicago, available for breeding 7 days a week, year round.

Contact Nathan Rolfe 561-371-4330
Nathanielrolfe agmail.com

2003 HOLSTEINER STALL .'U"'.
Vi
.

CARRICO
Catoki x Capitol Il x Lo

2006 premium stallion at the Holsteiner Approvals. In 2007 he achieved the
highest score of 3.6 at the first qualifiaing round for the 5 year old National Young
Horse Champlonships, Firmly established in upper level, international show
Jumping, & has successhully competed in USHIA International Hunter Derbies
and the Amateur Owner hunbers. Vieit the website for more about Carrico,

Ridfield Breeding « Emil Spadone - 908-683-5419 » espadonegaol.com
. redfieldfarms. comybreeding- program. htmi

KENTUCKY « OLDENBURG = AHS - BWP

ORBETELLO

Orlando/Landgrat I/Cor Dr la Bryere
16.2 H - FEI Imtemational Grand Proc show jumper to LB0m, Orbetelio is brad for
parformance at the highes! level Orbetello has impeccable lemparament and
wark ethic, Orbetello eamed Premium designation at his Oldenburg licensing In
Vechta with exceptional scores for conformation and performance,

Owner: Hampton Farms LLC « Web: Orbetello.Horse
Standing at Bridlewood Farm, Union, KY
Contact: Barbara Schmidt DVM « Web: bridlewood. horse
859-485-6000 « BSchmidtDVM @ fuse.net

Visit Stallion Gallery

FROM OUR CLASSIFIEDS ADS

BILL SCHAUB - OVER THE HILL
FARM

Wellington, FL Lexington, KY 407-474-2348

Wothfarm@gmail.com www.othfarm.com

[Read more]

STONY POINT FARM

Training, Showing, Breeding, Mare/Foal Care,
Retirements College Grove, TN Mindy
Coleman 615-969-6836

www.stonypointfarm.com

[Read more]
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